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FROM THE EDITOR 


Yibrary Science 


. . . A my “2 f 
are not worth publishing in permanent, 39) 
‘ se 


S my term as editor expires with 
y . this issue of The Alabama Li- 
bro ‘an, I should like particularly to 
the k three people who have helped me 
mo .. The unsung hero of the magazine 
is »e¢ Langston, the capable and efficient 
bu: ness manager who has sweated out 
ea issue for a couple of years, making 
sur. that there were enough ads to help 
car vy the cost. He has given unstintingly 
of sis time and effort, not only toward 
the business end but with the matter of 
proofreading, editing, and reading copy. 
He is to be congratulated on the growth 
of the ‘magazine. To Emily Miller Dan- 
ton. I am indebted for editorial advice 
and her eagle-eye ability to catch an er- 
ror. To John C. Henley, III, president of 
the Birmingham Publishing Company, I 
owe thanks for the most gentlemanly co- 
operation one could possibly expect. 

In thinking of The Alabama Librarian 
of the future, I am going to assume that 
it is in order for me to make a few sug- 
gestions. I believe our little journal could 
be made an interesting, worthwhile and 
really informative publication; I believe 
that its articles and contents could be so 
designed as to have permanent value; it 
is my opinion that the magazine could be 
made a useful tool and aid in the library. 
The masthead page makes the following 
statement as to the purpose of The Ala- 
bama Librarian .... “carries news of the 
Association, its members, sections, and 
the addresses of conference speakers, as 
well as general articles.” If one examines 
this issue carefully and all the other is- 
sues, except the last “authors” one, he 
will find that there are pages of “com- 
mittee reports” which could well be elim- 
inated. Committee meetings in themselves 
are sufficiently dull and uninteresting 
without their being consigned to print. 
It is a shameful waste of printing when 
printing is so expensive. It is the func- 
tion of the journal to carry the addresses 
of the conference speakers. This seems 
needless because the majority of the li- 
brarians in the state have heard the ad- 
dresses, and, alas, a great many of them 


form. 

It would seem to me that the editorial 
board should meet and adopt new poli- 
cies. Our publication does not have to 
conform to the usual library journal's 
contents. Let us make some departures 
even if they be termed radical. Let us de- 
vote entire issues to worthwhile projects. 
How valuable it would be to have 
another authors issue, taking up where 
January’s left off. What about an issue 
devoted entirely to the artists of Ala- 
bama? One on musicians? The industries 
of our State? A_ historical sketch 
time to time on individual cities? 

True we need to convey to our mem- 
bership news of the librarians and their 
activities, but couldn’t a mimeographed 
newsletter do that admirably at a cost of 
a few dollars? Couldn’t the Public Li- 
brary Service Division keep us better in- 
formed of their activities and of pending 
legislation through a mimeographed bul- 
letin issued when the news is “hot’’? 

I think it is important too that we 
should ever strive to make our journal 
the best looking one published in the 
country. One will immediately say, “That 
costs money.” Not necessarily so. It is 
the careful planning and constant atten- 
tion to typography and design that the 
average printer will not bother with un- 
less he sees you know good taste and 
printing when you see it. And who 
should be familiar with beautiful print- 
ing and the graphic arts if librarians are 
not? It is a much neglected part of our 
profession. 

Let every man and woman in our as- 
sociation take. seriously The Alabama 
Librarian. Offer suggestions to the Edi- 
tor when you think you have a good idea. 
Commend him when he has published a 
good issue. Ask your local merchants, 
book dealers, friends, the representatives 
and companies from whom you buy to 
give an advertisement. Once we all pull 
together and work together for our maga- 
zine, we will have something of which we 
can be justly proud. 


from 
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THE PRESIDENT’S PAGE 


CONFERENCE PLANS 

LANS are well under way for the 

Forty-Eighth Annual Meeting of the 
Alabama Library Association, to be held 
in Birmingham on April 24-26 at the 
Thomas Jefferson Hotel. Mrs. Emily M. 
Danton is chairman of the Local Arrange- 
ments Committee. Please note that the 
dates of the meeting, which were origi- 
nally set for April 10-12, have been 
changed because of the Easter weekend. 

The Program Chairman, Margaret 
Thomas, and her committee have chosen 
central theme for the conference 
Our American Heritage: Its Challenge 
to Libraries. 

The meeting will be officially opened 
on Thursday evening. The group will be 
welcomed by the Mayor and the Exhibi- 
tors will be presented. Following the 
opening of the conference, a reception 
will be given where good fellowship and 
“sidewalk conferences” will be the sole 
objective. 


as a 


NOTEWORTHY SPEAKERS 

Gerald W. Johnson, one of America’s 
outstanding journalists, historians, and 
biographers, known as the “Sage of Balti- 
more” will speak before the Library 
Friends Luncheon on Saturday. In this 
book This American People Mr. Johnson 
pays tribute to the thoroughness and en- 
thusiasm of librarians. 

Joseph A. Groesbeck, Chief of the Pro- 
cessing Section of the United Nations Li- 
brary, will be the guest speaker at the 
Banquet on Friday evening, April 25. Mr. 
Groesbeck has traveled extensively in 
Europe and Japan in connection with his 
work as Chief of Acquisitions Division of 
the Army Medical Library. He is known 
as an enthusiastic and dynamic speaker. 


PAST PRESIDENTS TO BE 
HONORED 


Past presidents of the Association will 
be recognized at the Banquet on Fricay 
evening. This not only will give recogni- 
tion to those people who have, through 
the years, worked to bring our Associa- 
tion up to its present professional status 
but will also present a short running 
history of the outstanding events of the 
Association since its organization in 1904. , 


PRIZES! PRIZES! 

It has come to the attention of the 
President that some of the Exhibitors are 
planning door prizes and gifts of various 
kinds to be presented to lucky guests at- 
tending the Banquet. What would we do 
without our Exhibitors! 


STUDENTS INVITED 


As a means of interesting promising 
young people in the library profession, 
students will be recognized at the Friends 
of the Library Luncheon. Those of you 
who are sponsors of library clubs or have 
student assistants or pages in your library 
are urged to bring your “promissory 
notes” to the meeting. Please send the 
names of your student guests to Hospi- 
tality Chairman, Margaret Miller of the 
Birmingham Public Library. 


IMPORTANT BUSINESS MEETING 


The annual business session and re- 
sume of the year’s activities are scheduled 
for Saturday afternoon. Please plan to 
remain for this meeting. Some important 
business is on the agenda. 
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THE ASSOCIATION YEAR 


Che year 1951-52 has been a busy and 
llenging year for the Alabama Library 
ociation. Your President wishes to pay 
yute to those who have worked so 
hfully and diligently for stronger pro- 
ional growth and spirit within the 
ociation. The unfulfilled goals of the 
ociation she passes on to the next ad- 
listration with the hope that the mis- 
ta.es of the past year will be a helpful 
gu.de to the incoming president. 

‘pace does not permit a progress re- 
port for the current year. The high tone 
of The Alabama Librarian has added 
dignity and prestige to the Association. 
Editor, Fant Thornley, and business man- 
ager, Joe Langston, together with the 
other members of the Publications Com- 
mittee, are to be congratulated on this 
splendid contribution to the Association. 

Big things are in the making by the 
Planning Committee. A good year is 


ahead of us. May we give Sybil Baird our 
loyalty and enthusiastic cooperation! 


WELCOME TO ALABAMA 


The Association is delighted to have 
as a newcomer to the State, Jerrold Orne, 
who is serving as Director of Air Univer- 
sity Library. Before coming to Alabama, 
Mr. Orne was Director of Libraries, 
Washington University, and Editor of 
The Missouri Library Bulletin. He has 
made an enviable record in the field of 
librarianship and we are delighted to 
have him in Alabama and to speak before 
the College and Special Librarians at the 
annual convention. 


Mark April 24-26 on your calendar as 


a must date! We are looking forward to 
seeing you. 


MABEL E. WILLOUGHBY 
President 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES SECTION 


FANNIE SCHMITT, Editor 


ITH an attendance of more than 

100, the school librarians and 
teacher-librarians of Alabama held two 
two-day work conferences on the theme: 
The School Library—A Materials Center. 
The State Vocational Trade School in 
Dothan was the scene of the February 
8-9 conference. The librarians from the 
northern part of the state met on Febru- 
ary 11-12 at the Reich Hotel, Gadsden, 
for their study. 

Miss Sue Hefley, Supervisor, Materials 
Center, Webster Parish Schools, Minden, 
Louisiana, was the out-of-state consultant 
for both groups. Miss Hefley addressed 
each conference three times, on various 
aspects of the conference theme, as fol- 
lows: Audio-Visual Materials — Selection, 
Organization, Use; Books for Boys and 


Girls—Current Trends and Current Prob- 
lems; Periodicals and Pamphlets—Current 
Trends and Current Problems. 


The consideration of library materials 
by Miss Hefley and by the discussion 
groups of conference members was based 
upon an analysis of the treatment given 
this phase of the school program in the 
Alabama Course of Study and Guide to 
Teachers. At the Dothan meeting Miss 
Foy Ingram, Troy State Teachers Col- 
lege, presented this analysis in the open- 
ing session. Dr. Morrison McCall, Direc- 
tor of the Division of Elementary Educa- 
tion, State Department of Education, was 
scheduled to speak on this subject before 
the Gadsden conference. 


Other consultants who worked with 


small discussion groups of conference par- 
ticipants included Mr. T. W. Smith, As- 











sistant in Curriculum; Mr. E. H. Gentry, 
Assistant Director, Division of Vocational 
Education; Mr. Ben Harris, Associate 
Supervisor and Itinerant Teacher 
Trainer, Vocational Trades and Indus- 
tries, University of Alabama; and Miss 
Fannie Schmitt, School Libraries Consul- 
tant, all of the State Department of Edu- 
cation. 

The two work conferences were spon- 
sored by the Division of Elementary Edu- 
cation and the Division of Vocational 
Education of the State Department of 
Education. Miss Fannie Schmitt, School 
Libraries Consultant, directed both con- 
ferences. 

School librarians who appeared on the 
programs included: Miss Mildred Smith 
and Mrs. Evelyn Jackson, Mobile; Mrs. 
Laura Gaines Sprott, Troy; Mrs. Mary 
Stough, Bay Minette; Miss Joyce Baxter, 
Eufaula; Mrs. Evelyn Buntin, Andalusia; 
Miss Mary Hamilton, Bessemer; Miss 
Sybil Baird, Jefferson County; Miss Flor- 
ence Kennedy, Birmingham; Mrs. Beth 
Hamil, Sylacauga; Miss Mildred John- 
ston, Jacksonville; Miss Jean Goggans, 
Clanton; Mrs. Mathilde DeLoach, Tusca- 
loosa; Mrs. Viola Holder, Guntersville; 
Miss Virginia Wilkinson, Anniston; Miss 
Julia Riser, Talladega. 

In charge of local arrangements were 
Mrs. Gloria Hill, Miss Ruth McKibbon, 
Mrs. Mary Franklin, for the Dothan con- 
ference; and Miss Katherine Abercrom- 
bie and Miss Margaret Turner, in Gads- 
den. 

A feature of each conference was the 
dinner meeting, when special guests in- 
cluded school principals and superin- 
tendents. 


9 


-~- 


Miss Sybil Baird, as chairman, and the 
Jefferson County school librarians have 
been appointed to form the nucleus of 
the Newsletter Committee of the Ameri- 
can Association of School Librarians. 
Other members have been appointed in 
different parts of the country to serve 
with the Alabama group in publishing 
the Newsletter. Miss Baird is the Library 
Consultant for the Jefferson County 
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Board of Education. The Jefferson Co n- 
ty school librarians add this to their il 
ready bright list of accomplishments ; 
group. The appointment of this Alaba .; 
group to form the nucleus of the Ne 
letter Committee was made by Miss La -a 
Martin, president of the American A: o- 
ciation of School Librarians. 

3. 

The Depariment of School Librar °s 
of the Alabama Education Associati: 
which is the official state organization .f 
school librarians, will hold its annu.! 
meeting on Friday, April 4, during thx 
convention of the Alabama Education 
Association. There will be a_ business 
session from eight to nine o'clock at th« 
Chamber of Commerce auditorium, and 
a luncheon at 12:30 in the Tutwiler Ter- 
race Ballroom. The luncheon will be fea- 
tured by a celebration of the twentieth 
anniversary of this organization, with all 
past-presidents being introduced. ‘The 
program of the luncheon will be a book 
buzz. Tickets to the luncheon will be 
available from Mrs. Ann Collins, 216 
Red Oak Road, Birmingham 6, and are 
$2.00 each. This year, as always, the De- 
partment of School Librarians hopes that 
many non-school librarians will join the 
school librarians on this occasion. 

Officers of the Department of School 
Libraries are: 


Miss Mitprep LeEMar SmitH, Mobile, 
President 

Mrs. MARTHA Coss, Jefferson County, 
Vice-President 

Mrs. Evetyn BuntTin, Andalusia, Re- 
cording Secretary 

Mrs. Nett MALONE, Mobile, Treasurer 

Miss FANNIE SCHMITT, Montgomery, 
Corresponding Secretary 


Council members are: 

Mrs. RuTH SCHAEFFER, Veterans Hos- 
pital, Tuscaloosa 

Miss Eunice Davipson, Troy Elemen- 
tary School, Troy 

Mrs. Evetyn K. Oviver, Orrville H. S., 
Orrville 

Miss Mary HAMILTON, Bessemer H. § 
Bessemer 
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Chere is much interest at this time 
a ong school libraries in the use of book 
{. rs as a means of improving the selec- 
t n of books for school and home read- 
i ;. The Montgomery city and county 
s iool librarians and _teacher-librarians 
,» vided leadership in planning and car- 
r ng out a splendid book fair in Mont- 
e mery during the first week in Decem- 
lv. The schools in the county partici- 
; ted in planning the book fair, in select- 
ii x the books to be exhibited, and in 
s .ting up the displays. The library group 
evlisted the cooperation of school ad- 


ministrators, classroom teachers, PTA 
and students, and the book fair was actu- 
ally a community affair. An article de- 
scribing this undertaking was published 
in the Alabama School Journal of Janu- 
ary. Miss Claudia Hardy, who served as 
chairman of the book fair committee, is 
the author of the article. 

Featured on the program of the book 
fair were talks by Dr. Glenn Blough of 
the U. S. Office of Education, Mrs. Vir- 
ginia Sorensen of Auburn, Mrs. Mary 
Tarver Carroll of Ozark, and Mrs. John 
Allen Wolfe of Montgomery. 


COLLEGE LIBRARIES SECTION 


WiLLta M. Boyswortn, Editor 


S part of its program designed to 
make the library a vital experi- 
ence in the life of the students at How- 
ard, the professional staff, in collabora- 
tion with the freshman English faculty, 
gives a series of six lessons to all students 
enrolled in freshman English. The Li- 
brarian gives the students an understand- 
ing of the operation of the library, its 
facilities and resources, and how to use 
the library; the cataloger and reference 
librarian seek to impart a working knowl- 
edge of the catalog and of general ref- 
erence books sufficient to meet the im- 
mediate needs of the students. The les- 
sons are scheduled at the time the stu- 
dents are beginning a research paper re- 
quiring considerable use of the library. 
Another feature of this service is the reg- 
istration of research projects with the 
reference librarian, who assists the stu- 
dents in the location of hard to find ma- 
terials. This procedure saves time and 
effort on the part of the one doing the 
research and of the librarian assisting 
him. 


TELEVISION is proving of educa- 
tional and cultural enjoyment to the col- 
lege community. Such televised programs 
us the ‘Firestone Hour” are being made 
available in the library with members of 


Mu Alpha Chi, music fraternity, serving 
as hosts. The purchase of the beautiful 
new Zenith radio-television-phonograph 
combination set, with earphone attach- 
ments, was a cooperative project with 
Lynn Strickland, television dealer. An 
anonymous music lover and friend of the 
library also contributed generously to- 
ward the purchase of the set. 

Mrs. Rose B. Rankin, who has recently 
completed work on her B. S. degree at 
Howard, has been added as staff artist. 
While this appointment is temporary, the 
artistic touch has aroused fresh interest 
and enthusiasm in the displays and ex- 
hibits. 


NEW APPOINTMENTS: 


Mrs. Adrian Hughes of Birmingham 
was appointed Acting Director of the 
Birmingham-Southern College Library on 
November 8th, 1951. 

Miss Faye Followell of the L. S. U. 
Library School has accepted the position 
of cataloger in the Birmingham-Southern 
College Library. 

Miss Betty Ann Withrow, formerly of 
the Cincinnati General Hospital Library 
has accepted the position of Reference 
Librarian with the Medical College of 
Alabama Library. 
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SPECIAL LIBRARIES SECTION 


Joun K. Cameron, Editor 


HE list of special libraries published 

in the October Alabama Librarian 
has grown in size until it now includes 
thirty different institutions—and is still 
growing. The number of librarians work- 
ing in special libraries in the state was 
seventy-five as of the eighth of January 
1952. 


The following should be appended to 
the October list: 


17. Alabama Department of Public Wel- 
fare, Montgomery. Jean Ballard, Li- 
rarian. 


18. Alabama University, School of Com- 
merce and Business Administration 
Library, University. Alice Kingery, 
Librarian. 

19. Brookley Air Force Base, Mobile, 
Base Library. Clarence A. Tilger, Li- 
brarian. 

20. Brookley Air Force Base, Mobile, 
Technical Library. Mrs. Lucile Rid- 
ings, Librarian. 


21. Carraway Methodist Hospital Li- 
brary, Birmingham. Lois Comfort, 
Librarian. 


DISTRICT 

A series of seven district meetings high- 
lighted the fall membership activities of 
the Alabama Library Association. As 
usual, the district programs brought good 
local publicity for all types of libraries 
and directed community attention to the 
activities of the Association. 

District chairmen and committee mem- 
bers began work in the late summer to 
set dates and plan programs of wide, as 
well as specific, interests. The actual pro- 
grams were as varied in type and subject 
as the areas in which they were held. 
Common Association objectives were 
stressed, however, in the reports to mem- 
bers by Miss Mabel E. Willoughby, presi- 
dent, and Miss Sybil Baird, vice-president, 


22. Charles A. Mohn Library, Mob |e 
City Hospital, Mobile. Amy Coop r, 
Librarian. 

23. Gulf States Paper Company Libra 
Tuscaloosa. Ethel Champagne, | i- 
brarian. 

24. Merchants National Bank Libra 
Mobile. Marguerite 
brarian. 


Galloway, 1 i- 


25. Mobile County Public Law Libra 
Mobile. Margaret Pendergast, Libr::- 
rian. 

26. Montgomery Highway Engineers 
Club Library, Montgomery. Mrs. 
Rena Frasier, Librarian. 

27. Research Studies Institute, Historical 
Division, Archives Branch, Air Uni- 
versity, Maxwell Air Force Base. 
Marguerite Kennedy, Archivist. 

28. Rohm-Haas Library, Redstone Ar- 
senal, Huntsville. Willie Mae Deer- 
ing, Librarian. 

29. Saint Margaret’s Hospital Library, 
Montgomery. Mrs. Charles L. Clem- 
ons, Librarian. 


30. Lloyd Noland Hospital Library, 
Fairfield. Mrs. Katie McLinn, Libra- 
rian. 


MEETINGS 


at most of the district conferences. 

Progress in development of public and 
school library service was also outlined 
at several meetings by Mrs. Lois Rainer 
Green and Miss Fannie Schmitt, or their 
representatives. 

A more democratic method of continu- 
ing district meetings was assured for the 
first time in 1951. Heretofore the deci- 
sion as to whether or not district associa- 
tion meetings should be held has lain in 
the hands of the Executive board. At the 
fall meetings a vote of the membership 
attending the meetings decided whether 
one would be scheduled for 1952. Chair 
men were elected in four cases. 

A detailed analysis of all program 
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to ics cannot be included in a brief re- 
pc t. A few examples must suffice: 

‘echniques for reaching the public 
in and out of school. 
nowing your books, adult and juve- 
nile. 
fid-Century White House Conference 
for children and youth and its im- 
plications for librarians. 

idapting inadequate library quarters 
to modern needs. 

uibrary service needs of all Alabam- 
ians. 

Che use of color in the library. 

The library and its function in the 
community. 

lhe school library as a laboratory and 
its relation to the public library, with 
reply by a public librarian. 

(he library board—its function and 
how it can help the library meet the 
needs of the community. 

District chairmen and _ committees 
were very successful in enlisting the gra- 
cious help of numerous speakers outside 
of the library field. Among these were: 

Dr. W. K. Sharp, Alabama State Health 
Department 

Dr. Eva Golson, Montevallo College 

Dr. W. Morrison McCall, Alabama 
Polytechnic Institute 

Dr. No-Yong Park, Visiting Professor, 
University of Alabama 

Dr. Robert Hammock, Mobile 

Mrs. Christine Govan 

Mrs. Virginia Sorensen, Auburn 

GRETCHEN K. SCHENK 


AMERICAN HERITAGE 
PROJECT 


Alabama has been selected as one of 
the states to participate in the American 
Heritage program sponsored by the 
American Library Association. Twenty- 
five citizens from thirteen areas were 
trained in Birmingham in January, along 
with two from Chattanooga and two 
from Raleigh, North Carolina, to lead 
discussions, which got under way in Feb- 
ruary. Reports from libraries indicate 
that interest is high in the discussion 


groups and that there is a good cross- 
section of participation. 

It is heartening to know that citizens 
of the caliber of these leaders will give 
their time and effort to such an under- 
taking, which it is believed will bring 
about a greater awareness of the prob- 
lems and perils democracy is now facing. 
Such an awareness will undoubtedly be 
reflected in an increased use of the pub- 
lic libraries of the country. 


DID YOU KNOW THAT 


The new Guide to Reference Books is 
now out. 

The Southern Bell Telephone Com- 
pany in most cities will give you their out- 
of-town phone books which are very 
useful. 

Emory University is holding a library 
institute for practicing librarians from 
August 4 through August 9th. Details 
may be had by writing Miss Tommie 
Dora Barker, Director of the Division of 
Librarianship. 

The new Junior Book of Authors has 
been released, containing 129 new biog- 
raphies of children’s authors. 

The Alabama Library Association is 
unusually fortunate in securing Mr. Ger- 
ald Johnson, distinguished author, as 
one of its principal speakers for the 
annual meeting April 24-26. 

The Mobile Public Library has a new 
Gerstenslager bookmobile for service to 
residents of the county. 

Emily Miller Danton has an article in 
the February Ist Booklist. 

Pictures of the new Woodlawn Library 
(branch of the Birmingham Public) ap- 
peared in a recent issue of the Library 
Journal. 

Dr. W. Stanley Hoole, Director of the 
University of Alabama libraries, read a 
paper at Midwinter which, from all re- 
ports, was the best paper presented. 

The American Heritage Discussion 
Program is going over big. 

We need to recruit more young people 
for the library profession. 

Birmingham is looking forward to 
playing host to Alabama Librarians this 
month. 
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ALABAMA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
TENTATIVE PROGRAM OF ANNUAL MEETING 


April 24-26, 1952 


Headquarters: Thomas Jefferson Hotel, Birmingham 
Theme: OUR AMERICAN HERITAGE 


Its Challenge to Libraries 
Thursday, April 24 


3:00 p.m. 


EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING. Place to be announced 


2:00—5:00 p.m. 
REGISTRATION. Thomas Jefferson Hotel 


7:30—8:30 p.m. 
GENERAL SESSION. Thomas Jefferson Hotel 


Presiding — MABEL WILLouGHBY, President, Alabama Library Association 


Official Welcome 
Response 

Introduction of Exhibitors 
Announcements 


8:30—10:00 p.m. 
RECEPTION 


Friday, April 25 


8:00 a.m.—5:00 p.m. 
REGISTRATION. Thomas Jefferson Hotel 


10:00 a.m.—12:00 noon 
GENERAL SESSION. Thomas Jefferson Hotel 
Address on American Heritage by ALA Representative 
Announcements 


1:30—3:00 p.m. 
GENERAL SESSION. Thomas Jefferson Hotel 
Publishers—Exhibitors—Librarians Clinic 
Announcements 


VISIT EXHIBITS 


7:00 p.m. 
BANQUET. Thomas Jefferson Hotel 


Mayor Cooper GREEN 


Presiding .. MABEL WILLouGHBY, President, Alabama Library Association 
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ntroduction of Honor Guests 
The Red and the Black,” Joseph A. Groesseck, Chief, Processing Section, 
United Nations Library 





.nnouncements 
Saturday, April 26 


8:00—10:00 a.m. 
R GISTRATION. Thomas Jefferson Hotel 


8:30—10:15 a.m. 
G: NERAL SESSION 

*ANEL: “Meeting the Challenge of the American Heritage in Libraries,” Sarah 
Srygley, Assistant Professor, Florida State University, Tallahassee, Florida; 
Joseph A. Groesbeck, Chief, Processing Section, United Nations Library, 
Lake Success, New York. Jerrold Orne, Director, Air University Library, 
Maxwell Field; and Wessie Connell, Librarian, Public Library, Cairo, 
Georgia 


\nnouncements 


10:30 a.m.—12:00 noon 
GROUP DISCUSSIONS. Thomas Jefferson Hotel 
Public Libraries, 
Chairman _.... M1LpREp Goopricu, Librarian, Carnegie Public Library, Anniston 
Leader to be announced 
School Libraries, 
Chairman _._............. M1LpRED Situ, Librarian, Vigor High School, Prichard 
Leader ...... SARAH K. SRYGLEY, Assistant Professor Florida State University, 
Tallahassee, Florida 
College and Special Libraries, 
Co-Chairmen Annis SmiTH, Librarian, Snead College, Boaz 
Mivprep R. Crowe, Chief Librarian, Medical College of Alabama, 
Birmingham 
Leaders JERROLD Orne, Director, Air University Library, Maxwell Field; 
Josep A. Groesbeck, Chief, Processing Section, United Nations 
Library 


ion 
‘EN 


12:30—2:30 p.m. 
FRIENDS OF LIBRARIES LUNCHEON. Thomas Jefferson Hotel 


Presiding _........... SYBIL BairD, President-Elect, Alabama Library Association 
Introduction of Guests 
\ddress ay ase ------------------ GERALD WHITE JOHNSON, ‘Sage of Baltimore’ 


\nnouncements 


3:00 p.m. 
ANNUAL BUSINESS SESSION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 
Thomas Jefferson Hotel 


6:00 p-m. 
tion JOINT EXECUTIVE COUNCIL MEETING. Place to be announced 








THE ALABAMA LIBRARI y 


COMMITTEE REPORTS 


BIBLIOGRAPHIC 


The Bibliographic Committee, in No- 
vember 1950, adopted as its first project 
the compilation of a bibliography bearing 
the tentative title, “Guide to Publications 
in Alabama Libraries Imprinted up to 
1825." As the title indicates, imprints 
from all countries and languages were 
included. As with all union lists, the pri- 
mary purpose of the bibliography was as 
an aid in the location of certain materials. 
There were other purposes, however, 
among them to bring to light hitherto 
unlisted publications; and what the Joint 
Committee on Materials for Research of 
the American Council of Learned Socie- 
ties and the Social Science Research 
Council, over a decade ago, reported to 
be the case in Cleveland and Philadel- 
phia—“an unexpectedly large number of 
books that are not reported in the na- 
tional union catalog from the larger li- 
braries is turning up among the holdings 
of the smaller libraries’—has been shown 
to be true also of Alabama, on the basis 
of reports already submitted. 

Of twenty-eight libraries known to 
have eligible holdings and invited to 
participate, twenty-two joined at once; 
four others were considering joining later; 
and two declined to participate (the 
University of Alabama Library and State 
Archives and History Library). The last- 
named library was unable to cooperate 
due to a small staff and large holdings. 

By October 1951, approximately 85 
percent of an estimated 1600 entries had 
been reported by participating libraries, 
and reproduction of the bibliography in 
a preliminary mimeographed edition, as 
recommended by the Executive Council 
of the Association, was under considera- 
tion. At a meeting of the Council in Oc- 
tober, however, it was disclosed that lim- 
ited funds made the prospect of mimeo- 
graphing uncertain, and Dr. W. Stanley 


Hoole (University of Alabama) propos d 
that further work on the bibliograp y 
be postponed for the time being. | 
Hoole also questioned the usefulness _f 
such a bibliography. The Council the: »- 
fore adopted the proposal, and the pr: }- 
ect has been brought to a halt, at lea.t 
temporarily. 

The Bibliographic Committee regres 
that the many hours spent on this proj- 
ect, now so close to completion, by libra- 
rians throughout the state, cannot bear 
early fruit. We believe, however, that in 
the near future and under more favorable 
circumstances, our unfinished labors will 
be resumed and soon completed; and we 
wish to thank all participating librarians 
for their hard work and their earnest 
faith in the project. 

JoserH G. 
Chairman 


TAYLOR 


MEMBERSHIP 


Response to current notices regarding 
membership in Alabama Library Associa- 
tion has been gratifying. As of January 
30th a total of 140 memberships have 
been received, but we are still a long 
way from our goal of 500 members for 
1952. We need the active cooperation of 
every past and present member of the 
Association. You can help by sending in 
your own renewal to Mr. Joe D. Langs- 
ton at Birmingham Public Library, and 
by urging other librarians and interested 
citizens to become members. The $2.00 
membership fee provides all the privileges 
of the Association, and includes a sub- 
scription to The Alabama Librarian. 

Give enthusiastic support to your pro- 
fessional organization in Alabama, and 
share in the progress that increased mem- 
bership will make possible. Remember 
our goal—500 members by April! 

Mrs. L. H. BAER 
Chairman 





ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 


PL 3LIC RELATIONS 


1e activities of the Public Relations 
Co: mittee for the last few months are 
sun narized below: 


] An editorial and several newspaper 
articles were published on Library 
Day, and it was celebrated by many 
Alabama Libraries. 


Radio announcements were made 
and newspaper articles published 
on the District Meetings of the Ala- 
bama Library Association. 


Plans are being made for radio 
broadcasts, newspaper and other 
publicity for the annual convention 
of the Association. 


A meeting of the Committee and 
other related commit‘ees of the As- 
sociation was held on February 22nd 
for additional planning of public- 
ity. 


As Chairman of the Public Relations 


Committee I would like to request that 
every member of the Alabama Library 
Association consider himself a part of 
the Public Relations Committee. Public 
relations of the entire Association are af- 
fected by the actions of each individual 
member. It is the hope of the present 
Committee that the members of the As- 
sociation are aware of this fact and that 
they will consider it not only an obliga- 
tion but a privilege to exert themselves 
in every way possible to improve the 
public relations of the organization. 

Public relations has been defined as 
“simply good manners.” Librarians are 
known to be mannerly people. At the 
coming convention each member should 
do all he can to aid in producing a feel- 
ing of fellowship and goodwill. 

The Committee will welcome any 
plans or suggestions for improvements of 
public relations and any news releases 
relating to the activities of the Associa- 
tion. 

ELIZABETH W. COOPER 
Chairman 


BOOK REVIEWS 


Alais Simon Suggs: The Life and Times 
of Johnson Jones Hooper, by W. Stan- 
ley Hoole. University of Alabama 
Press, 1952. $5.00 


Librarians in the State of Alabama, 
and the library profession in general, 
should be proud of their colleague, W. 
Stanley Hoole. In the past he has dis- 
tinguished himself as author of Sam 
Slick in Texas, Charleston Periodicals, 
1732-1865, and The Ante-Bellum Charles- 
ton Theatre, to say nothing of many 
contributions to popular magazines and 
prolessional journals. But now he has 
come up with a book to be released April 
Ist (no significance to the date!) that is 
a first class, readable and excellent biog- 
raphy of Johnson Jones Hooper, the 
distinguished American humorist, and a 


commentary on his times. Dr. Hoole has 
a facile pen and he has again demon- 
strated his ability to write good prose. 
Johnson Jones Hooper is the creator 
of that inimitable character, Captain 
Simon Suggs, who did so much in estab- 
lishing the lasting traditions of American 
folk literature. The life of this man is 
really somewhat incredible for he was no 
less than an attorney, newspaper editor, 
politician, business man, State solicitor, 
first secretary and first librarian of the 
Provisional Congress of the Confederate 
States of America. 

Typical of the meticulous Dr. Hoole, 
the book is unusually sound and accur- 
ate, and one has only to examine his 
notes, the extensive bibliography and 
index to realize the amount of loving 
care and work which went into the mak- 
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ing of this excellent contribution to Ala- 
bama history and American humor. It is 
a book, needless to say, that every library 
in Alabama will want to own; it is a 
book you will enjoy reading for sheer 
entertainment; it is a volume which will 
often be consulted for historical pur- 
poses. Altogether that is a rare combina- 
tion of good qualities for any book. 

My only quarrel with the book, and it 
is so insignificant that it does not de- 
serve mention, is the unattractive jacket. 
The poor shade of brown ink ruins an 
otherwise eye-catching cover. Professional 
publishers pay great attention to the 
jackets of their books, and the result in 
sales is rewarding. The book itself is 
well printed in a good, clear, readable 
type, and is handsomely bound in a dur- 
able blue cloth, stamped in silver. 

Heartiest congratulations to Dr. Hoole 
are in order! 

F.H.T. 


THE ALABAMA LIBRAR \N 








THE COVER 

In the preceding issues of The 
Alabama Librarian each cover has 
tied in either with libraries or the 
contents of the journal. The cover 
on this issue has no connection with 
either. It was selected entirely for 
its beauty, the fact that it is “Deep 
South”, and that magnolia time is 
not far away. This stunning picture 
is a composite photograph made by 
the distinguished photographer 
Bayard Wooten of Chapel Hill. 
Mrs. Wooten is the illustrator of 
Charleston’s Azaleas and Old Brick, 
and a number of other books on 


the South. 











Welcome ALA 


Make our store your headquarters dur 
ing ALA. We're one block east of the 
Auditorium. Use our free parking facili 
ties. 









= 


Filmosound 
“902” 











You can make 
low-cost sound movies! 


See the new Filmosound 202—projects 
any 16mm film—makes possible the 
recording of sound on silent film—iets 
you add new sound to old sound films 
without destroying the original track. 
Try the 202 today. 


FILM LIBRARY 
@ Features @ Sports ® Cartoons 
@ Musicals @ Travels @ Serials 


Lowest rental rates and widest 
selection of films. 
Catalog sent on request. 


Complete Line or 


Visual Aid Equipment 


Naylor FILM SERVICE 


2114 8th Ave., North, Birmingham, Ala. 
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7 ALABAMA LIBRARIAN 
E 'UQUETS FROM OUR 
F ADERS 


our Alabama Librarian is a model of 
b uty; how much do you go in the hole? 
FANNY T. Taser, Librarian 
Atlantic County Library 
Mays Landing, New Jersey 
* * * 
n outstanding job in every respect, 
a» a much needed one. 
‘ERNADINE ZUKOSKI (Mrs. CHARLES F.) 
* * * 
congratulations upon the January is- 
suc of The Alabama Librarian. 
Alabama Education Association 
FRANK L. GROVE 
* * * 

{et me congratulate you on the Janu- 
ary issue of The Alabama Librarian! It 
is something we are all looking for. 
Please may I buy five extra copies? 

MiLpRED GoopricH, Librarian 
Carnegie Library 
Anniston, Alabama 

* * * 

You have done a fine job for fiction 
writers. 

Mary Fassett HuNT 
* a * 

We would like to commend whoever 
is responsible for the attractive covers 
that we have seen so far. Each issue is 
quite different and it is our feeling that 
you have struck a good idea. Keep up the 
good work. 

W. F. Hocan, Advertising Mgr. 
Gaylord Brothers, Inc. 
Syracuse, New York 


as ape 
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It is a very fine issue and one that will 
often be used. We would like to have 
three extra copies for our files. 

DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES & HIsTORY 
* * * 

I feel sure that the excellence of the 
issue will not go unobserved, and _ it 
should not go unapplauded. The format 
is attractive; the whole job of editing is 
superb in its results. 

J. Max McMurray 
* * * 

Your January issue of The Alabama 
Librarian has made a big hit in Gordo 
High School. Could you send me two ad- 
ditional copies? 

RuTH JUNKIN, Librarian 
Gordo High School 
Gordo, Alabama 

* * * 

Many thanks for the copy of The Ala- 
bama Librarian with the biographies. It 
is all got out attractively and I liked the 
introduction. 

HupDsON STRODE 
University of Alabama 
University, Alabama 
* * * 
I shall 
“Twentieth Century Au- 


The booklet is very clever. 
place it with 
thors’’. 

MyrtLe Boazman, Librarian 
University Military School 
Mobile, Alabama 

* as & 

Epiror’s Nore: We regret that space 
does not permit inclusion of more of the 
many letters and compliments which 
were received on the Alabama Authors 
issue. All are genuinely appreciated. 


“Librarians Know 


... that for 75 years Library Bureau has built furniture 
and equipment of only one quality — the best. Your 
library’s present — and its future — are secure when you 
~ wad LB equipment. Write or phone for Catalog LB 403. 
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Complete New Book 
Service 





DISCOUNT TO LIBRARIES 





SMITH & HARDWICK 
406 North Twentieth Street 
Birmingham 3, Alabama 


+ 


Also: Educational toys 
Stationery 


Games 
Open evenings until nine 


* 








Librarians .. . 


Visit Our Exhibit While 


Attending Your Convention! 


@ Books from all publishers 

@ Magazine Binders 

@ Prebinding and Rebinding 
Service 


@ Library Supplies 


STANDARD SCHOOL SERVICE 


3827 FIRST AVENUE, NORTH 
BIRMINGHAM 6, ALABAMA 
PHONES 9-6196—9-6197 




















LIBRARIANS 


who have compared all 


Library Binding Values, 


Prefer 
“Bound To Stay Bound” 
—BINDING— 


Prebound Library 
Books Rebinding 


New Method 


Book Bindery, Inc. 


Jacksonville, Illinois 





























PRINTED HEADINGS MAKE 
THE DIFFERENCE! 


Improve legibility and uniformity—are 
less expensive than typed headings. 


# sets available for the catalog—a sup- 
plementary set for Catholic libraries 
—another for the Shelf List. 


See page 16—No. 51 Catalog! 


Gaylord B200. Puc. 


ARY SUPPLIES 
SYRACUSE «+ NEW YORK 
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Ne have excellent books for 
rour school and ci‘y library. 
dur prices, bindings, and serv- 
ce are unequalled. Free cata- 
sgues and graded lists are 
ours for the asking. 


unior Literary Guild of America 

oung People’s Division of Literary 
Guild 

iterary Guild of America 

Youbleday Pre-bound Juveniles 

Youbleday and Garden City Books 


Doubleday & Co., Inc. 


Institutional Dept. 
Garden City, N. Y. 


By courtesy of—L. Sandsmark 
Representative 

















The 
THOMAS JEFFERSON 
HOTEL 


Welcomes the Alabama 
Library Association to 
Birmingham 


We are your 
Convention Headquarters 











CLASS “A” LIBRARY BINDINGS 


CERTIFIED 
LIBRARY BINDERY MEMBER 


of the 
LIBRARY 
BINDING INSTITUTE 


COMPETENT RELIABLE 
CRAFTSMANSHIP 


Recognized EXPERTS in Library Binding 
BOOKS — PERIODICALS — LAW BOOKS — THESES 


Write for Prices and Particulars to 


ART GUILD BINDERY, Inc. 


324 EAST NINTH STREET 


CINCINNATI 2, OHIO 
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Send Your COMPLETE Book Orders to: 


THE JENKINS BOOK COMPANY 


WHOLESALE BOOKSELLERS 


740 ST. CHARLES AVE. NEW ORLEANS 12, LA. 








SK about our plan 
for increasing 
your book budget by 
sending discards and 
duplicates for credit. 
J 


Wholesalers and Distributors 
NEW ORLEANS 12, LOUISIANA For All Publishers 





SINCE 1906 
BOOKS OLD AND NEW 











NEW LOW PRICES 
ON 


Hawkins Life-Time Cello-Buck and Duro-Tuff Library Bindings 
All Books are Singer-Sewn and Bound in Silk-Screen Covers 


Welcome to Birmingham, Alabama Library Association 
During your stay be sure to visit our Store which is 
conveniently located right downtown. 


For Grades 1 through 4 
Primers Pre-Primers 
Little Golden Book, etc. 
Write for List 





HAWKINS BOOK STORE 


2123 3rd Avenue, North Birmingham, Alabama 

















